In the year 1915-16 the writer became very much interested in psychological, educational, and sociological problems relating to dependent children. A survey of psychological literature revealed the fact that but little had been done in this field. A little more had been done along sociological lines.
The problem was to determine the mental status of dependent children and to interpret as far as possible the results of the investigation. The superintendent of one of the county homes for orphan children gave permission to test the dependent children in his charge. There were 93 children in the home at that time, ranging in age from 3 to 17 years.
The tests of the Yerkes-Bridges-Hardwick Point Scale were given to these children, and had time permitted several performance tests would also have been given. Attention is called to the fact that while the Yerkes Point Scale is one of the best of its kind, the results must not be considered as dogmatic. The or retarded (subtracting column 3 from column 1); in the fifth the diagnosis of the child or the usual 3 years retardation above 9 and 2 years retardation below 9 as being diagnostic of feeblemindedness; and in the last column the diagnosis based upon the hypothesis that 3 per cent of unselected children in an average community are A careful sifting of the data has forced upon us the conclusion that the greater part of the difference found is due to an actual average superiority in the endowment of better-class children." Yerkes and Anderson also found children of superior social and economic status to be superior in mental cap city. Terman finds a correlation of social status with the teachers' estimates of intelligence to be .55, and the correlation between the I. Q. and social status to be .43 for the younger children, .40 for those in the middle years and only .29 for the older. "In other words, the longer the supposed influence of home environment lasts, the more independent of it the I. Q. becomes." All of our facts point to the same conclusion, that the correlation of I. Q. with social status rests upon actual differences in endowment.
